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Source:
Questions:

1. What is the historic context of the pictures? (Comprehension)

2. What is the message of the pictures? (Analysis)

3. What is the author’s intention? (Analysis)

4. What are the stylistic devices and why is the author using them to illustrate the battlefield in picture 2? (Analysis)
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On the cartoon one can see two soldiers talking in a trench during a war, which appears to be the First World War due to the kind of fights in trenches. The soldiers are hidden in the trench during battle. One can see a historic warplane throwing bombs and barbed wire fences,  and a major explosion. In the next picture the full cruelty of war becomes obvious: dead or wounded soldiers in fences and on the battlefield, exploding bombs and burnt trees.

The words which are used for describing the battlefield are emotive and graphic  (“slaughter, aggression, carnage”) to make the reader reflect on the atrocities. 

One of the two soldiers is hoping that the war will never be forgotten and should warn the younger generations never to start a new war. The other one is just repeating without referring to what the other one said (4.p.). He is not really reflecting on those important words even not remembering as it is seen in the last picture. 

The soldiers are equipped with lances on top of the gun, to take in enemy trenches after shellings and -possibly- gas attacks. This war is -first of its kind- increasingly determined by industrial means, as advances in technology enable airborne bombing and serial fire. In addition, it is also the first war where acid and gas bombs were used. A single soldier could not do anything against a toxic injury with the gun nor the lances. In the second picture everything is dead. The barren trunk of a  tree next to corpses helps illustrate  the message of a waste land after this kind of warfare. 

This comic strip illustrates in four pictures the cruelty of an industrial war, in which everything, men and nature, is destroyed by the force of the weapons. It shows the lack of influence of the individual soldiers against this mass destruction, but it also underlines that mankind should learn the lesson but probably might have not – as it was seen tragically in the next war, possibly the second world war. 


