Tasks/ Questions
· Explain the content of the extract (Comprhension)

· Put the comic into the historical context. Why are the french soldiers and citizens so enthusiastic? (Context)

· How does the cartoonist show the patriotism of the french people? (Analysis)

· What is the effect of the different colours and different style in the last picture? (Analysis)
· Does the comic show a realistic situation regarding to its content and atmosphere? (Commentary) 
 Cartoon analysis
This Franco-German cartoon is one part of a longer series designed within a project on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the Elysée Treaty, celebrating the friendship of the two nations while also reminding  readers of the difficult moments in their shared history  The aim is to present the First World War from the point of view of contemporary witnesses. This comic is intended for use in history and language teaching.

The French cartoon takes place in Lyon at the beginning of World War I. With regard to the imminent war, the French population is shown to be enthusiastic and willing to fight for their country. The possibility of dying during the war is rather unimportant and does not seem to occur to them.

The first picture shows two French soldiers talking about sending the first unit of drilled recruits to confront the enemy since they are ready anyway. Subsequently, an unknown old man announces that the general mobilisation has been ordered, and afterwards he calls to attack Berlin. Next to him a woman is exclaiming “Vive la France!”

The scene changes from the street to a military school, where first a revolver and then a soldier can be seen who declares that he will use this gun during war - an officer's priviledge. Again the site of action changes slightly, and the reader sees a general speaking to a group of young soldiers. He tells them that they take part in war to serve their country and to pay their tribute to the nation. The young soldiers respond by shouting “Vive la France!”

The cartoon ends by a picture of soldiers who leave France by train for battle. It is entitled by the question how many are never to return alive.

The cartoon is colourful and seems to be for young adults. The cartoonist rather works with realistic pictures than with words, the statements of the different protagonists are kept short. Additionally the cartoonist uses the French colours blue, red and white much to highlight the patriotism among the population in anticipation of the war.

Not only the soldiers but also the citizens are influenced and caught by the high spirits and the patriotism of war. This is emphasized by the colours as well as the statements of characters, for example “Vive la France!” Another important point is the willingness of the soldiers to fight and especially to kill, which is shown by the soldier proudly taking the gun.

In contrast to the high spirits and the anticipation the last picture of the cartoon is kept in grey and beige colours which represent less positive feelings. At the end of the whole cartoon stands a question -  just as there stood a question at the beginning of the war about the future and what it might bring.

In conclusion, the cartoon underlines the patriotism and anticipation at the beginning of World War I. Nevertheless the cartoonist also indicates the worries and uncertainties of the population, which later will gain upper hand not only in France but all over the world.
[image: image1.jpg]02/701-LUCIEN

50002 Mk Ohlan b0 1 5
PR A

oo | | SR s
PREMIERS CHEZ CES SALAUDS LA? GENERALE EST, DECKETEE!

JEMEN
UN REVOLVER ET SERVIRAL
DIX-HUIT CARTOUCHES.

VOUS PARTEZ POUR
REMPLIR VOTRE
DEVOIR ENVERS
VOTRE PATRIE.
VIVE LA FRANCE!
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http://50jahre.dfjw.org/50projekte/deutsch-franz%C3%B6sischer-comic-zum-ersten-weltkrieg-tagebuch-14-18-vier-geschichten-aus 

(Éditions Le buveur d'encre, Paris & TintenTrinker Verlag, Cologne)
