06. I silenzi della storia insegnata
A1. Il coinvolgimento della popolazione civile nella guerra
TITOLO: The occupation of the southern part of Friuli after  the front breakthrouogh  at Caporetto. 
ACTIVITY 1 – Historical facts

> Use historical sources
> Skills
· Analyse and interpret
· Synthetize
· Organize 

1.1 After Caporetto

After the front breakthrouogh  at Caporetto, between 23rd and 24th of October 1917, italian Army  reatreated to  Tagliamento river ; Cadorna gave to the 3rd Army the task to defend Tagliamento River. The population was preparing itself to leave.
The second cavalry brigade composed by the regiments of Genova and Novara was recalled from the war front on the evening of the 24 October ’17, on 26 the were already arrived at Tagliamento River, the first line of the Italian retreat. The night of 29 the austrian troops entered in Sevegliano. On the 30th the rigade clashed against the Austrian at Pozzuolo del Friuli where had place a notorius and tragic resistance battle against the enemy advance. During the retreat, the Italian army destroyed the bridge of Delizia of the Tagliamento river and afterwars the bridge of Latisana.
Among the 2nd and 4th November, the Austrian crossed the river and they conquered the whole territory among the Tagliameto and Piave rivers.
The Caporetto disaster costed to the Italian around 11.600 deads, 360.000 prisoners and 22.000 wounded. 
The 26th October was evacuated the Gorizia’s hospital with the order to move back up to the Tagliamento.
The 27th October the Germans entered in Cividale, that was desolate and on fire and so the general Ernest Von Below ordered the advance toward Udine. On the same day was emanated the order to occupy the bridges of Ragogna, Codroipo and Dignano before the Italians destroyed them.

1.2 The life conditions of civilians
After the defeat of the Italian army at Caporetto, a lot of  soldiers surrendered to the Austrian-Hungarian troops hoping to end the conflict. However, this didn’t happen and the living conditions continued to deteriorate. 
In 1917, the so-called “Year of Hunger”, most of the agricultural lands were declared unproductive, while ditches and canals were often plugged and didn’t allow the natural flow of water. In addition to that, Italian soldiers that were withdrawing from the front, would perpetrate acts of vandalism ( thefts, violent acts and the destruction of public buildings) against the same civilians that until not long before had hosted and helped them. They also destroyed ammunition depots and burnt down bridges to delay the enemy’s advance, which aggravated the working conditions of the local population. Austrian tried to regain the power by assigning the key administrative posts in city councils to people that they trusted and that were pro-Austria. 

On the other hand, who was suspected of supporting the Italian army became liable by the Austrian-Hungarian military justice.   The Austrian soldiers would often confiscate fodder and cattle owned by the inhabitants of the Italian territories. However, the Austrian troops did also something good for the local population, since they restored some of the communication lines that had been damaged/destroyed by the Italian army. In order to do so, they  also employed Russian, Serbian and Romanian prisoners.

1. What where the life conditions of the local Friulian population after “Kobarid's retreat”?
2. How were the working conditions   in Chiopris during those years?
3. How did the Austrian soldiers behave during the occupation?

1.3 Air-raids
From Monsignor Merlino's (AAP) and Mr. Folledore's diaries (G. del Bianco “Il Friuli e la Grande Guerra”in A.Prelli. op.cit.) we know that Palmanova had already been bombed in the two months before the turning point defeat at Caporetto. There had been a total of five raids including that one of 24th October, just a few hours after the Italian front breakthrough. On October 24th at 2:00 am the Austrians started bombing the Italian front lines, while at 8.00 the German and Austro-Hungarian infantry launched their attack beginning the heavy offensive.
The first bombing took place on August 2 and lasted almost two hours with the release of 24 bombs. The homes were damaged and the motor vehicles depot in the square behind the Catheral (in the area where the Ederle barracks is now located) was burnt.
The inhabitants fled to the countryside, to the air-raid shelters set up by the military and in the underground walkways of the outer fortifications. The military used the French barracks as a refuge.
During the night between 28 and 29 October were launched 48 bombs without clear goals, only in order to spread panic among the population.

1. What did the civilians do after the air-raids ?
2. Where were the shelters located? 

1.4 After  “Caporetto” in Palmanova
Monsignor Merlino wrote on 27th October “continous flow of troops, waggons, cars. Vagues news about withdrawl of our with huge”. 
In the afternoon of 28th October the 4° division of III Army left Palmanova. 
The Italian’s army’s left behind it Palmanova and closers towns on fire during the night between the 28th and 29th of October. Civilian buildings, military buildings and business premises burnt, with damages for 291.286 lire. 
Monsignor Merlino, in his personal diary wrote that on the Sunday of 28 October he left Palmanova to try to fin refuge and host at the Castions di Strada’s priest; after 3 days the came back to Palmanova finding just 60 people among women, children and old people.
In October 29th 1917 the soldiers have just arrived in Palmanova with the enemies behind them. While citizens were in panic, soldiers loot what they could, before they left.
Giovanni Comuzzi, priest of Castions di Strada wrote : “The Italian command gave the order to burn of the deposits of provisions, supply, pullings, clothing, reserves of forages and straw. Nothing had to fall in hand of the enemies”.
1. Who set on fire to the buildings and  why?
2. What  were the estimated damages ?
3. What did the civilians and military do in front of this situation? 
4. How long did the austrian troops take to get to Palmanova?
1.5  The captures in Palmanova

In the early days of November, all men aged 18 to 40 were imprisoned in Palmanova and released later. The number of prisoners from Palmanova amounted to 25 persons.
Giuseppe Maccorati was arrested in Talmassons and was sent by train to Millovitz, in Boemia. He travelled in a locked wagon for 8 days without food.
Together with his companions he was ill-treated and beaten, starved and he was not given any medical assistance. The wretches still failed to understand the reason for their imprisonment.
Mr. Macoratti remembers Mr. Gasparini’s words describing women and children starving to death, with no medicines available to treat their illnesses. Gasparini and Hausman were transferred to Markeren near Linz at the end of January 1918. With the Austrians’ arrival on 1st November 1917 requisitions started too.  
1. How were the prisoners treated ?
2. Where were the prisoners taken?

1.6  Palmanova administration
In order to rule the city, a local civilians’ “Rappresentanza”  was elected while the local authorities  were moved to Firenze. The first austrians acts  was set to bring back order and cleaning to regulate the viability and the public security. 
The administration of the town was  reformed in Firenze including another villages  in the “Mandamento” of Palmanova, as Bagnaria Arsa, Bicinicco, Carlino, Castions di Strada, Gonars, Marano, Porpetto, S. Giorgio di Nogaro, S. Maria la Longa e Trivignano. Since 1917 almost a quarter of civilians from Palmanova’s district left the city to go to Firenze. Here every public Authority from Friuli were  hosted. The Authority  of Udine was appointed to a Royal Commissioner.
On 16th December 1917 the Austrians ruled directly in Palmanova through an agreement with the german allies signed in Vienna. 1482 civilians left the fortress of Palmanova and the villages of Jalmicco and Sottoselva regarding the inhabitants’ number of 5578 existing before the war. The refugees life’s conditions were guaranted by a minimum daily subsidy throughout  all the exile period.
On 9th November 1918  the exiled municipality of Palmanova in Firenze started to set up for the rientry in Friuli.
1. Where was the Administration of Palmanova transfered and for how long?
 2.  How was organized the Administration of the territory in exile?





ACTIVITY  2 -  War sites

> Use visual sources 
> Skills
· Observe and describe
· differentiate
· decode
· argue
       DOCUMENT 1



[bookmark: _GoBack][image: C:\Users\31456\Desktop\ERASMUS 4AFM_5AFM\carta confine 1.jpg]
Map od the Italian Kingdom until 24th May 1915

  Mentioned sites     
         Caporetto
         Main sites
        Secondary sites
        Bridges 

       









1. After reading the ACTIVITY 1, describe the progress the austrian-germanic troop moviments on the map.
2. What strategy was used by the Austrinas on the Tagliamento river and why? 
       

[image: ][image: ][image: C:\Users\31456\Desktop\palma 1.jpg]DOCUMENT 31. Which effects did the use of the aircraft than the traditional military defences as well as the fortress system?
 

· Partial view of Vittorio Emanuele Square, today Piazza Grande, between Contrada Savorgnan and Borgo Udine
· The picture reports the cataloguing number at Österreichische Nationalbibliothek –Austrian National Library of  Vienna.
· The picture was dated on 23rd November 1917. Evident fire trails and damages on the wall structures are visible on the buildings. The square was cleaned from the war material left behind by the italian army during the retreat.
· In the centre of the square there are two soldiers.

· Partial view of Vittorio Emanuele Square, between Contrada Donato and Borgo Udine
· The picture was dated on 5 November 1917 ( shortly after the destroy of Caporetto )
· The picture is a part of a private collection.
· In the place there are abandoned materials of arms and object of various kind. At the centre of square there are three children. At the left on the background you can see a burned’s building.

       DOCUMENT 2

1. Observ the two pictures and the dates. What do you deduce about of austrian and german occupation regarding the buildings and war material? 



ACTIVITY’  3 – SOURCES 

> Search for oral histories and written sources
> Work on historical  sources 
> Skills 
· Narrate 
· analyze
· synthetize
· Argue

3.1 This is the story of Franco Bertossi reported by his aunt Ester Sclauzero about her mother’s experience:
“Few days after the 24th October many families decided to run away from Sevegliano on oxen-drawn carriages to escape the Austrian occupation. The parish priest of the village convinced my mother and her family not to flee, because it would have been too dangerous for her newborn baby to endure the journey and the cold weather. Moreover, the priest believed that the Austrians, being Christian, would have spared them. During that period they witnessed the withdrawal of the Italian troops that were moving west after the defeat on the eastern front. My mother and a lot of other ladies offered them some cheese and bread to eat. In the following months, under the Austrian occupation, the population lived under constant fear even though the occupying troops never displayed a violent attitude towards the civilians. They mostly asked for provisions.”

3.1 A Story by Flavio D'Agostini based on the incidents that his father Grato D’Agostini had reported to him.
 “Our family used to live in a farmhouse in the town of Campoformido, near Udine.
Right from the start, after they arrived, the Austrians decided to clearly assert their superiority over the local population:  they forced each family to bring all the food they had at home, like cheese and sausages, to the main square of the town and gain possession of it. Since at that time a lot of people were starving, many families decided to send there their young children to steal either a piece of cheese or a sausage, feeling confident that the soldiers would not have guts to shoot at them.
Other people decided to keep some of their food in their cellar, hiding it behind a wall. But someone, maybe out of envy or in search for protection, blew the whistle and alerted the Austrian soldiers. They came and checked the wall, hitting it with their rifle butts to understand whether it had been built recently. When they realized that they had been deceived, they tore down the wall and they took possession of all the hidden food and the offenders got into serious trouble.”

3.3 Testimony of Paola Scattolini on the exodus of his parents in the last phase of the Great War:

"In the last year of the war, when Palmanova was occupied by the Austrians, my parents, who were still children, escaped together with their families. My mother and her family found refuge in Rome with some relatives while my father fled to Milan."
This dramatic exodus took place right before the First World War and affected particularly those areas close to the borders with foreign countries. Many people had to leave their home either because they were forced out by the arrival of the enemy army or because the living conditions had become unbearable.  The population of the North-east of Italy moved to other regions in the western part of the country.


[image: ]collezione privata, Luigi Colautti, Palmanova


3.4 From the testimont of Egidio Rosso the dairyman of Muzzana
Egidio Rosso was Born in Precenicco in 1913, but he lived all his life in Muzzana del Turgnano, a village in the south of Friuli Venezia Giulia. Egidio was the dairyman of the village. In 1915, when Italy joined the war, Egidio’s father was enlisted in the first Regiment Grenadiers. Since the beginning of the war, his  family hosted in business premises the italian troops, that were sent there to rest.
After the defeat of Caporetto in 1917, the Italian army withdrew towards the Piave river and his family business was occupied by the Austro-Hungarian army. During that time life was hard because only Egidio’s grandparents used to work in the fields. They were also costantly scared by the frequent air raids by the enemy army.
At the end of 1917 the whole family to Malisana, where a local family kindly hosted them in their barn, even if the living conditions were particularly difficult.
Their lives continued in this way until the retreat of the Austrians after the signing of the Villafranca armistice in November 1918. When they got home, they found out that their company had been entirely sacked with the only exception of Gino, a horse obviously considered too thin to be taken away. There is one episode still vivid in his memory: a little pig raised by his family, just before gettingslaughtered, managed to run away, so everybody in Egidio’s family started to chase it. Suddenly,some Austrian soldiers who were passing by began to chase the pig too. The family thought thatthey wanted to help them, but after the Austrians managed to catch it, they loaded it onto their cartand took it away with them.
In his words: "In those days, our grandfather used to take us in his arms, walk out in the fields and hide us in the corn sheaves" [...] "along the streets you could find all sorts things: weapons,carriages, food and much more, all left in the ditches by the fleeing Italian army "[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Egidio Rosso, Memorie di un casaro della bassa friulana a cura di Loretta Rosso, p.13, p.14] 


3.5  From the diary of priest soldier Gaetano Mauro, dean pastor of Viscone
Don Gaetano Mauro was born in Rognano, He was recalled in 1915 as military chaplain and he was sent in the rear guard of Friuli Venezia Giulia, where he satied until November 1917, and the same year he was interned in the Austria prison camp of Katzenau, where he remained for a whole year. Here below we gathered his testimonies.
Viscone, 28 th October  1917 
After the defeat of Caporetto  many middle class people ran away from their home town, and there was a widespread climate of panic. The village was in danger since the battle was going on the nearby bridge on the river Torre. Don Mauro decided to gather the whole population in a house far away from the village to protect his parishioners.  One day there was a machine gun attack and in the midst of the general terror an officer ordered them to leave the area right away for safety reasons, so the scared civilians left abruptly.
Meanwhile, the village  had been occupied by the Austrian army, so Don Gaetano decided to run away on an ambulance heading to Palmanova;  when he got there,  he got on a wagon and around midnight he arrived at San Giorgio di Nogaro where he spent the night. 
“among the horrible burst of the munitions, all the people gathered in the church, […] among the screams of terror of women and children.” […] “ All around there was only smoke and fire and you could hear  horrible detonations”. 
…”they took away everything” [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Giorgio Milocco, Storia della nostra gente, Poligrafiche San Marco (GO), 2005, p.115] 

29,30,31 October 1917, retreat to the Tagliamento
The scenery of the retreat was tragic: San Giorgio’s square was full of trucks, cannons, tanks, carts, soldiers etc., at the junction of a secondary street Don Gaetano saw the people running away from their villages.
When the priest arrived in Muzzana, a bomb attack started, so he decided to spend the night in the village of San Gervaso. Pretty soon, though, this area was also hit by aerial bombardments and Don Gaetano found himself right in the middle of the battle. Now, however, it was impossible for him to find a refuge because he was in the open countryside. 
 “Here you can see some  farm carts belonging to  poor Friulian farmer.  They are full of stuff that people managed  to save and take with them– on the cart you can see some  poor mothers that are hugging their pale and scared children.”
“15 airplanes of the enemy army appared in the sky and scared to strafe a bataillon of Italian soldiers.”[…]“During Word War I my life was in constant jeopardy,, but never before had I been so close to death like at  that  time.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  ibid., p.117-118] 

November 1917
When Don Gaetano returned to Viscone, he was called by the Mayor and the new  Austrian occupation Commander. They first imprisoned him, and than they sent him to the Command of 1st Infantry Regiment in Romans.
There he was locked in prison for two days, and after that he was sent for 12 days to the Sigmundsterberg Prison Camp. On 8th February 1918 he was transferred to the Marktrench Prison Camp, and after that to the Katzenau Prison Camp, where he was detained for a year.

3.6  Historic Archive, city of Palmanova, document dated 7.3.1922 

Some citizens who stood in the fortress told about "continuous and systematical spoliage” by the invading army.     
“They found that the Austrians had piled up in different buildings. Especially in the largest indoor riding school in the homes of Dr. Trevisan, in that of Dr. Comessatti, etc. the best that had been abandoned [...] They saw convoys of wagons and trucks constantly forming to remove the aforesaid material. These robberies were also directed by Austrian officers who took advantage of their own. Among these, some witnesses [remembered] the Austrian captain Count Riccardo Strassoldo, resident in Strassoldo and a certain captain Del Monaco resident in Trieste". 
3.7 The end of occupation  

At the 15 of the 4 november 1918 “a strange trumpet sound echoed: it was the austrian signal for the armistice. One of our planes with the tricolor flutting from the nacelle came out of the fog and with a long sound of siren announced the end of the war”.

1) What was the main attitude toward the foreign occupation?
2) What was the alimentary situation? 
3) How did the soldiers (italian and foreigner) behave towards the population?
4) There was solidarity between the civilians? Explain.


ACTIVITY  4  –  Written sources 

> Reach and work with written sorces
> Skills
· Analyze and interpret
· Synthetize
· Deduce 
· Argue

DOCUMENT  4


[image: ]9 june 1918

Please Your Lordship
Since seven months that I am prisoner of war in Germany and I haven't had report of my family yet.
I beg your Will to give me information about Pinatto Antoni family: Municipality of Carlino, Province of Udine since I am his son Aldo.
[bookmark: result_box1]Thank you in advance. I hope that your Will has to provide it as soon as possible. I send my greetings, I sign myself

Pinatto Aldo












collezione privata, Luigi Colautti, Palmanova

[image: ]collezione privata, Luigi Colautti, Palmanova
1. Who has written the postcard? 2. Who is it headed?
2. Which information are required? 
3. Where the card is written? 





DOCUMENT 5

	Real estate in  Palmanova, as  documented at 4th March 1918

	
	existing houses
	Houses destroyed
	Existing farms
	Farms destroyed

	Palmanova
	338
	182
	30
	10

	Jalmicco
	118
	5
	28
	7

	Sottoselva
	44
	0
	7
	0



	Inhabitants in Palmanova before and after Caporetto

	Year
	1911
	1913
	1/11/1917
	8/11/1917
	28/2/1919

	Inhabitants
	5582
	5682
	60
	800
	1800






1. Estimate the percentage of the damage sustained by Palmanova.
2. Estimate the distribution of the damages between Palmanova, Sottoselva and Jalmicco
3. Try to explane the reason of that after the reading of Workshop 1 .
4. Describe the trend of population in Palmanova and try to explain it after reading Workshop 1.


ACTIVITY 5 – SPACES IN THE TIME
DOCUMENT 6
[image: ][image: ]
· The picture shotted from the square show the building next to Borgo Udine
· The picture have in the top right hand corner the stamp of the photographer “Luigi Milocco Palmanova”
· private property Moschioni
· On the background there are building that they aren’t reconstructed yet with evident signs of flame. In the blakened building there is an sign whit the title of “profumeria”. The destroy  building is situated at the height of house number 3 of Borgo Udine, today employed by Palazzo Trevisan, house of Museo Civico
· The picture  is shotted during the central hours of the square and it is populated by person in civil clothing
· In the back of postcard there is a message “ Palmanova 15/06/1911, Vittorio Emanuele Square ( corner of Borgo Udine )
· Nel retro della cartolina si può notare un messaggio: “Palmanova 15/06/1911, Piazza Vittorio Emanuele (angolo Borgo Udine)”






DOCUMENT 7[image: FullSizeRender.jpg]
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· Back side of the picture above
· It was send from Palmanova on 13rd November 1944 and direct to Trieste
· The message is “I'd wish you appreciate my greeting”






· Overview of Vittorio Emanuele square from the Town Hall
· The picture was dated on 1936, during Mussolini government
· The picture is part of the private collection of Moschioni
· The buildings of the square were rebuilded and there are new trees. The picture is taken on central hours of the day in a middle season.

· Overview of  Piazza Grande from the Town Hall.
· The picture is taken on Friday 26th Februar 2016 from the students.
· From the Square is taken off the trees and the Duomo’s façade  appear clear again.
· You can see a real conservation of the buildings and that allows to identify the same perspective’ s profile from the square.
In 2002 there was the restoration of the Square: trees were removed and the canal of the water was introduced; it was present until first 1900s and the area became a pedestrian’s area and the channel , which surround the square ,was built.
· 









1. Write the timeline of the pictures and for each one detail the images. 
2. Find the main differences  in the time about the conservation of the buildings, the …of the square 
3. Which elements proofs the date of the pictures? 
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GUIDE 

ACTIVITY  1
1.1
1. Why  did  gen. von Berlow order to occupy the bridges? 
Because he didn’t want the Italians to destroy them.  

2. How long did the Austro-German army take to reach the Piave River after the battle of Caporetto?
(to answer use the sheet in WORKSHOP- Places) 
The Austro-Germanic army took about two weeks to arrive to the Piave.

1.2
1.What were the living conditions of the local Friulian population after the “Kobarid retreat”?
Their living conditions got worse and worse; most farmlands were declared infertile and the ditches were clogged.
2.What were the working conditions  during  those years?
Working conditions were extremely difficult since bridges and buildings had been destroyed.
3.How did the Austrian soldiers behave during the occupation?
Fodder and cattle were often confiscated; local government was restored and the main communication routes  - damaged by the retreating Italian army - reopened. 
1.3
1. How did the civilians react to air strikes?
They fled to the air-raid shelters in the countryside.
2. Where were the shelters located?
Civilians’ shelters were located in the underground walkways of outer fortifications while the army’s ones were in the French barracks.

1.4
1. Who set the supplies ablaze? Why?
The fires were set by the retreating Italian army to avoid the supplies to fall into the hands of the Austrian army.
2. What was the estimated damage?
 291286 lire.
3. How did the Italian citizens and the soldiers behave?
The citizens ran away from the occupied areas and the soldiers plundered them.
4. How long did the Austro-Hungarian army take to get to Palmanova?
Six days, they arrived in Palmanova on 29th of October.

1.5.
1. How were the prisoners treated?
They were mistreated and beaten up, left to starve and without any medical assistance.
2. Where were they taken?
To prison camps, like Milowitz and Markeren.

1.6
1. Where was the Administration of Palmanova transferred? How long for?
The Administration of Palmanova was transferred to Florence for a year (1917-1918).

 2.  How was the exiled local Administration organized?
The exiled Administration of Palmanova was organized in one "Mandamento", an administrative district comprising 10 villages.


ACTIVITY 2

DOC 1
3. After reading WORKSHOP 1 , describe the Austro-German army advance on the map.
The troops moved westward in the plain.
4. What strategy was adopted on the Tagliamento river?
Orders were given to take the main bridges.

DOC 2
1. What was the result of the use of plane attacks with reference to traditional military defence?
Headquarters and supplies storage areas were vulnerable and exposed to attacks


DOC 3
1. Look at the two pictures and concentrate on the dates. What can you say about the Austro-German occupation, in particular in relation to the state of the buildings and the presence of war supplies? 

On their arrival, twelve days after the Caporetto breakthrough, the Austrian troops found a deserted town, war supplies abandoned in the square and uninhabitable buildings. As shown in the picture on the right, five days after their arrival the square had already been cleared and cleaned off. 

ACTIVITY  3

5) What was the main attitude toward the foreign occupation?
Some civilians tried to hide in the neighbouring villages; others left their homes to move to cities in other Italian regions like Florence. Finally others decided to stay and live together with the occupying army.

6) What was the situation with relation to food availability? 
It was extremely critical due to the lack of food following the confiscation of food supplies by the Austro-German army.
7) How did the soldiers (both Italian and foreigner) behave towards the population?
All of them behaved very differently: some took on a more oppressive and violent behaviour, while others were very respectful and kind.

8) Were civilians supportive to each other? Explain.
Not always. Episodes were reported of Italians informing the Austrians on the location of food hideouts to obtain favours from the invading army.

9) What episode did Egidio as a child remember? 
A piglet broke free from the pen and some Austrian soldiers ran after it together with the boy. Egidio thought they were trying to help him but he soon found out this was not the case. Much to his dismay, when they managed to catch it they kept it for themselves.

ACTIVITY 4

DOC 4
4. Who wrote the postcard?
The postcard was written by Pinatto Aldo.
5.  Who was it addressed to?
It was addressed to the “Comitato Informazioni nei Paesi Invasi” (Information committee of the invaded areas).
6. What kind of information was requested? 
He was requesting some information about Pinatto Antoni’s family.
7. Where was the card written? 
In Germany.


DOC 5
5. Estimate the percentage of the damage endured by Palmanova
54% of Palmanova civilian buildings were destroyed, while 33% of Palmanova farms were damaged.
6. Estimate the distribution of the damages respectively, in Palmanova, Sottoselva and Jalmicco
In the town of Palmanova and neighbouring villages 37% of civilian buildings and 26% of farms were destroyed.
7. After reading Workshop 1 try to explain why the Italians set the buildings on fire. 
The Italians set the buildings on fire while retreating towards the Piave river and after the air-raid in the attempt to make the villages inhospitable to the Austrian-Hungarian army.
4. After reading Workshop 1, describe the trend in the number of inhabitants in Palmanova from 1911 to 1919. Give reasons. 
The inhabitants were more than 5,500 before the First World War, while after the Caporetto battle there were only 60. On the next few days, the Austro-Germanic army occupied Palmanova. After the end of the First World War the town welcomed back those citizens who had escaped to other Italian cities.

ACTIVITY  5

DOC 6 DOC 7
4. Order the pictures on the timeline and for each one provide a detailed description of the images
The postcard dates back to 15th June 1919; the large number of citizens pictured in an everyday ordinary town life suggests that the photo was taken at the end of the war. The damages to the buildings are still visible. 
The postcard dates back to 19th March 1944 when Italy was fighting in WW2. The picture portrays an ordinary day town scene. It is likely that the picture was taken before the war, probably before 1940.
The third picture has been taken recently. 

5. Observe the main differences through time regarding the conservation of the buildings and of the square.
The most obvious difference is the discontinuity in the urban planning of the square. Originally there were some trees and the square was detached from the street. Today the square has been reorganized with no trees and a small ditch separating the square from the outer pedestrian ring. 
6. Which elements suggest the correct dates? 
In the first one the building is still destroyed while in the other two the dates have been provided by the senders.   
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